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Since founding his namesake
firm almost 24 years
agn, Gerald Pomeroy has

carved a profile as a go-to

interior designer of historic

townhouses, aswell as more
modern environments, &
classicist, Pomeroy kniows
good bones when he sees
them. In the brow nstone
Boston office of Gerald

Pomeroy Interiors, the

designer says he pores over
reference books and town
records before he begins
restorations of “buildings with
significant age”—abundant in
Boston and other cities—and
the fine points of décor.
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ABIVE Pomveroy chose a soft color
padette bo enhance the architec-
ture. Respecting the architecture,
he =ay=, is ey to interior design of
histzric townhouses.

OPPISITE. CLOCKMNISE FRM TOP &

bright, ches=ry sitting room takes
advantage of a gardenview.

Custom-built cabinetry, in the color
“Drawing Room Blee,” i finished
weith brass hardear=, trim, and
et

The banguet seating was designed
for tamilly dining. Antigue blue and
white plates micedwith Delft blue
marble plates accent thewalls.
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He haswon many aconlades, inched-
ing a Bulfinch Award from the New
England Chapter of the Institute of
Classical Architpchare & Art, for the
resinration of an 1800s brownstone on
PFinclney Street in Boston's Beacon Hill
neighborhood and a Pinsapple Award
for excellence in design from the Jumior
League of Boston fior his work on show -
houses.

Restoring and decorating these
icomic old buildings requires a fine eye,
aswell as solid relagonships with other
professinmals and the cliendts. =] like and
embrace each phase” Pomermy says. <1t
abways sans with the anchibecture and
the client” Here he talks candidly about
what classicizsm and its relationship to
tmwnhouses means io him and some
“surprizses” he has dealt with—both the
good and the bad sort.

What danes a classical fownfronse
interiar for you?
Respecting the architecture and having
that guide you in terms ofwhere to go
with fabrics. kghting, floor plans, and all
the oither fine points. That could mean a
marne contemporary direction, transi-
tional, or clean and classic. Amy of these
would be appropriate ifyou follow the
original considerations.

What are the challemges inimcor-
porating classical prindples in an
18805 townhouse while keeping

it inviting and workable for 21st
century Lire ¥

Whenever possible, restnring a structure
with the original floor plan and details
iz my number one goal. We do a lotof
reseanch. Ifwe don't heve clear plans,
we iy touncover them, by going to City
Hall or the restoraBion commission. (In

Boston, it's the Beacon Hill Architec-
fural Commission and the South End
Landmark District Commizsion} [tsa
bt of detective work.

Depending on the condition of the
bl diingr, you can ad here to the original
as much as possible. bt also take liber-
ties. We're designing for people living
tnday, hand-in-hand with the archbtect
From there, af course, 1 fooos on my
clieots: what their needs ane, how they
plan to live in the space, and what ad-
Jastments and changes should be made
=0 thee house warks for them and fsl@lls
their needs on 2 dailly basis.

Regarding those unantid pafed,
unplamned-for discoverfes, have you
axperienced an extremely happy
surprise in a project and the nerve-
wrackimg, hair-pulling opposite?
All af the above! Certzinly whenwork-
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ABNE Pomeroy designed the upholst=ry  BELIW Clean, simpls, pure: the reces-

Matursl lighting in a historic tosrnbome's master bath and drapes for the master bedroom, on ing reom of 2 main living space on the

lemds ko the feeding of sublime g the second level parion entry lewel

ing oo struchures of significant age, re-
gardiess of the conditon, yoo are ahways
aware that ssrprises are incvitahle—
sometimes good and someSimes bad.
Yo adijust, review, make the appropriate
changes, and maove forward.

A Bad Surprises We were working
om an 18405 (rreck Revival in the South
End's & Streets neighborhood in Boston,
which had been divided imo three units.
In pur attempt to restore the orgimal
floor plan, we discovened that machof
the structure had been compromised.
Wewere beft with a mere shell and then
hzd to recreate millwork and floor plans
that would have resembled the original
architecture of the home.

Marry awfil things had been done to
it over the decades. Instead of restora-
‘Hon, wewere recreating. We also had to
ke it Evable as one home for a family,
which meant more open spaces than
was commaon in the 1800 (o the other
tamd, in the parior leved, just beyond the
fioyer, historically thene was morne open-
necss, sowe were ahle to adapt

A Good Surprise: In another 1800s
e nstone project. 3 Nice AArprise was
discovering that the original moldings
and details were intact and could be re-
stored and used 2= a commecting thmead
throwghout each floor. [was inspired by
the ornate moldings; it wasin remark-
ahly good shape. It informs you, and you
kind of nan with it
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You work primarily throwghouwt the
East Coast. Do you see differences
i design sensibilfes betwesn
narthern and southern interiors !
In terms of decorating, 1 find dassic
imterior design i more prevalent in the
South, perhaps because their lifesty be
scems to encourage and accommodate
Fracious in-home entertaining, Sa thedr
imterior design bends itself more to
classic design tham in the Korth. On the
East Coast. we could learn something
from Southerners. May be it's the pace
of life, but weve kind of veered away
from ag-home entertzining. Southerners
still emnbrace the art, and their ingerioes
reflect that.

What is your home fke?

1 Ewve in a 19th-century brwnstone in
the historical 8 Streets District of the
South End in Boston, whaidh I resiored.
1 amvery fortunate that the parlor level
of my home lends itself i a more open
concept lifesty le, which quite frankly
suitshow 1 prefer to live. [ was very
excited about the restoration. In my
mind, likewith a client, | thought about
the way 1 ve and what 'm comiortable
with, and, of course, considered my two
English cocker spaniels.

WWW ROM ey i I rors.com

TH & SPATALL i A s et




Pomezroy chose a dramaticwall covering, and
details reflective of 1%h century style, fora

poeder room on a toenfome s garden bevel
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